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COVER PAGE

The artwork featured on the cover page of this report depicts Vietnamese protesters shouting slogans 
against the Special Economic Zones law during a demonstration in Ho Chi Minh City on June 10, 2018. 

All the writing has been removed from the picture to illustrate the state of censorship in Vietnam. 
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SENATOR 
Thanh Hai Ngo

In the past, Canada has taken the initiative to help 
Vietnam in tremendous ways. From welcoming over 
60 000 Vietnamese refugees by 1980 to joining the 
Vietnamese-Canadian community in celebrating 
Journey to Freedom Day, Canada continues to offer its 

unwavering support. I introduced Bill S-219 in 2015 to propose 
the creation of Journey to Freedom Day—now celebrated on 
April 30—to commemorate the perilous exodus of Vietnamese 
refugees and acknowledge the generosity of Canadians. 
Canada’s commitment to diversity and equity serves as an 
exemplar for countries such as Vietnam. 

I am proud to present from my office the 2018 edition of the 
report on the Human Rights Situation in Vietnam. I would 
like to thank my interns this summer Steve Chau, Judy Dang, 
Jacques Huynh, Benjamin Ngo, Carolyn Tran, and Quang Tran 
for passionately researching, designing, and compiling this 
report. Connected by their Vietnamese heritage, they gathered 
from across the country to collaborate and learn more about 
their history as well as take an active role in promoting greater 
awareness for human rights in Vietnam

I sincerely hope that this report is a source of information and 
inspiration. I encourage more young people to take a stand for 
their beliefs, to be a voice for those who are not heard, and to 
advocate with tenacity and bravery.

Together, we can ensure that all human rights in Vietnam are 
observed and all Vietnamese citizens are respected. Together, 
we can make a difference.  
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“    
All men are created equal; they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

INTRODUCTION. //

 Vietnam’s tumultuous war, which culminated with the fall of 
Saigon to the North Vietnamese Communist regime in 1975, has 
defined the country’s current social and political climate. The one-
party system allows the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) to be in 
complete control of the country. Further, authorities manipulate the 
governmental system and perpetuate the ideologies of the CPV.   

Vietnam continues to impose restrictions on basic human rights—
freedom of expression, religion, assembly, association, press, and 
speech are systematically denied. The CPV infamously incriminates 
and abuses peaceful protesters and activists who bravely oppose 
the government to demand these basic rights. Presently, Vietnam 
unjustly holds over 100 political prisoners. 

Although several international organizations and governments are 
outspoken about Vietnam’s humanitarian situation, the Communist 
authorities continue to deny the country’s citizens their dignity and 
basic freedoms. This report provides a brief overview of Vietnam’s 
major human rights violations. Internet restrictions, labour disputes, 
religious oppression, women’s rights, and prisoners of conscience 
are topics included herein. This report aims to shed light on the 
grave situation in Vietnam and will encourage the international 
community to hold Vietnam’s government accountable. 

1
Bodies lined up next to the 
road during the Tet 
Offensive of 1968.

Vietnamese refugees waiting 
to be taken aboard the 

USS Blue Ridge
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VIETNAMESE 
DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

September 2, 1945
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July 21, 1954, the French 
government signed the 
Geneva Peace Accords with 
Ho Chi Minh. 

This led to the partition of 
VIetnam at the 17th parallel 
dividing Vietnam into two 
nations–Communist North 
Vietnam under Chairman Ho 
Chi Minh AND democratic 
South Vietnam under the first 
elected President,  Ngo Dinh 
Diem.

The Viet Cong 
and North 
Vietnamese 
forces violated 
the cease fire 
agreement 
and took 
advantage of 
their momentary 
peace to unleash 
over 100 
coordinated attacks on South 
Vietnamese cities and towns. 
These resulted in 111,179 total 
casualties (45,267 killed, 61,267 
wounded, ~5 000 missing).

MAJOR HISTORICAL EVENTS
DURING THE VIETNAM WAR

Characterized as the climax of the 
Vietnam War, the “Tết Offensive” 
of January 30, 1968 occurred on 
the Tết holiday—recognized as 
Vietnamese New Year. In previous 
years of the Vietnam War, the 
holiday was recognized by both 
sides as an informal truce.  
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The signing of the Paris 
Peace Accords on January 
27, 1973, marked the 
withdrawal of U.S. combat 
forces from Vietnam, 
effectively ending the United 
States’ military involvement 
in the war by March 1973.  

The Paris Peace Accords were 
signed by North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam and their allies, 
allbeit reluctantly by the South. 
The Accords stipulated that the 
North would not invade the South, 
if the latter withdrew. However, the 
North dishonoured the Accords by 
continuing to attack for the next 
two years.  

The Vietnam War ended with 
the fall and capture of Saigon, 
the capital of South Vietnam, by 
North Vietnam on April 30 1975. 
Which propelled the exodus of 
millions of Vietnamese refugees 
who became known to the world 
as the Boat People.   

PAGES IN VIETNAM'S 
HISTORY

In the last century, Vietnam was 
colonized by the French, occupied by Japan, 
attacked by China, and at war with the United 
States. This historical period undoubtedly 
shaped Vietnam's political landscape, namely 
its Constitution which has since undergone 
three revisions since North Vietnam took over 
the South. 

The 1980 Constitution of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam firmly established 
“citizen rights” in Vietnam as having 
precedent over “human rights”.  This stated 
that the rights and duties of a citizen based 
on their position vis-à-vis the state in fulfilling 
collective and social interest superseded 
internationally recognized human rights.  

The 1992 Constitution made strides towards 
the integration of human rights standards, 
with the addition of Article 50 explicitly 
recognizing human rights.  However, the 
distinction between “human rights” and 
“citizen rights” was still unestablished, 
creating confusion among citizens in the 
exact meanings of the rights, the range of 
power, and which institutional supports are 
offered to them when their rights are violated.

The current 2013 Constitution resolved the 
previous conflation between human rights 
and citizen rights in the previous 1992 
Constitution.  However, further examination 
has shown that these improvements are 
merely cosmetic changes. Articles 14.2  
and 15.4  in the 2013 Constitution reveal 
the presence of Communist control in the 
legislation granting the state unilateral 
control. Consequently, the state continues 
to arbitrarily deny Vietnamese citizens their 
fundamental human rights under the guise 
of national security interest under a harsh 
Criminal Code.    



A fundamental aspect of the Internet is its ability to act as a public forum for the discussion of 
important issues. More than a source of entertainment and education, it can also serve as a 

democratic medium that grants anyone who can get online the ability to express their opinions freely 
and to push for social change in society. In the current state of Vietnam however, the climate for 
internet freedom is looking grimmer than ever. 

 The CPV has total control over the country’s media. Arrests of online activists based on 
vague provisions of the penal code and “threats” to national security continue to run rampant. To 
make matters worse, a new cybersecurity law threatening the Vietnamese people’s privacy and 
freedom of expression has just been passed despite widespread opposition from both citizens and 
the international community. Vietnamese bloggers and rights activists who express their political 
views online in a peaceful manner are being intimidated, threatened and sometimes even beaten with 
impunity by the Vietnamese government.

1INTERNET

With[the new cybersecurity law], 
there is now no safe place left in 
Vietnam for people to speak freely 

Clare Algar, Amnesty International's 
Director of Global Operations on Vietnam's 

new cybersecurity law

“    

1RESTRICTIONS
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CYBERSECURITY LAW

 Whereas internet cafés used to be a fixture 
of Vietnamese culture, most internet users in 
Vietnam have now moved on to smartphones and 
home Wi-Fi networks. With this transition comes 
social change, but also additional opportunities for 
the CPV to proliferate their messages and invade 
the people’s privacy. At the height of cyber cafés, 
the Ministry of Public Security required that owners 
install software in order to monitor their customers’ 
online activities and record personal information. 
The surveillance of cafes has since dissipated and 
has been replaced with a more oppressive and 
rigorous law, which was approved by the National 
Assembly on June 12, 2018.

The result was a massive increase in the arrests of 
bloggers who had been critical of the state since 
2016. In fact, Vietnamese president Tran Dai Quang 
was convinced that the country needed to “ramp 
up its efforts even further to quash news sites and 
blogs with bad and dangerous content.” As if it 
weren’t enough that the authorities regularly instruct 
YouTube to delete clips or demand that social 
media and telecommunication companies assist in 
eliminating so-called “toxic” content, the infamous 
new cybersecurity law makes it mandatory for all 
internet companies, social networking sites, and 
Vietnamese websites to provide information about 
“politics, economics, culture, and society,” to register 
with the Vietnamese government and to obtain an  
operating license. 

Vietnamese youth on social 
media at Tao Dan park, Ho Chi 
Minh city

3
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Open Letter to Mark Zuckerberg

Dear Mark,

As you consider ways to ensure Facebook continues to 
be the platform that makes the world a more open and 
connected place, we urge you to reconsider your company’s 
aggressive practices that could silence human rights 
activists and citizen journalists in Vietnam.

[...] Prior to 2017, your company’s assistance has been 
fruitful. Since last year, however, the frequency of takedown 
has increased and Facebook’s assistance has been 
unhelpful in restoring accounts and content. So unhelpful, 
in fact, that before and during a major trial of Vietnamese 
activists on April 5th, many accounts and pages of high-
profile citizen journalists were prevented from posting.  

4
Online activist 

La Viet Dung holding the 
open letter sent to Mark 

Zuckerberg in Hanoi, 
April 10 2018
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FOREIGN REQUIREMENTS

 Foreign companies and organizations 
seeking to do business in Vietnam are required to 
locate at least one server in the country to facilitate 
requests for information from the government and 
must store posted information for 90 days and 
certain metadata for up to two years. In-country 
website and social network operators will be forced 
to comply with these new requirements, allow 
authorities to inspect local servers upon request and 
even remove prohibited content within three hours 
of detection or notification by authorities.

This cybersecurity law will allow the 
CPV to obtain information from all 
citizens’ internet usage without due 
process, thereby using Internet service 
providers as de facto informants for the 
government. 

This unprecedented level of control not only 
prevents the Vietnamese people from accessing 
reliable sources of information, but it also violates 

international human rights standards; the Human 
Rights Council passed a resolution in 2016 to 
include an addition to Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which recognizes the 
right to free Internet access as a human right.
Foreign corporations such as Google, Facebook, 
Microsoft, and Apple are confronted with a serious 
dilemma: comply with Vietnam’s request to have 
their servers (containing millions of Vietnamese 
users’ data) stationed in Vietnam and to set-up an 
operating office in Vietnam; or risk losing the entire 
country’s user base. 

According to the Vietnam Digital Communications 
Association, the law could have negative effects on 
the Vietnamese economy, reducing gross domestic 
product by an estimated 1.7% and bringing foreign 
investment down by 3.1%.

[...] While we applaud Facebook’s efforts to fight 
disinformation in open societies, your efforts are carried 
out with such a broad brush that it is hurting communities 
in closed and closing spaces, such as Vietnam. It is 
putting severe limitations on the very audience that you 
are trying to serve. We urge you to have a direct and open 
dialogue with local stakeholders. Without a nuanced 
approach, Facebook risks enabling and being complicit in 
government censorship.

We are committed to working with you and your team to 
let all Vietnamese people have a voice and stay connected.

Sincerely, [...]

8
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Vietnam - Facebook Friend
More than 56 million Vietnamese expected 
to use the social network by 2021

Population
Internet users

Social media user
Unique mobile users

Mobile social users

96.20M

64.00M

55.00M

70.03M

50.00M

Fig.1

THE REIGN OF FACEBOOK

 To say that Vietnamese people LIKE 
Facebook would be an understatement given that 
the country is currently ranked 7th worldwide in 
terms of Facebook users. In fact, an estimated 
48 million of Vietnam’s 96 million people have a 
Facebook account. Ho Chi Minh City alone has 
registered 14 million users, ranking it among the 
world’s top 10 cities with the most Facebook users.

A quick overview of the country’s demographics 
provides a better understanding of this 
phenomenon. Vietnam is a youthful country: with a 
median age of 30 years,  the majority of people were 
born after the war, or after 1968. Out of 96 million 
people, 64 million have access to a stable internet 
connection and 55 million use social media, making 

it one of the most active countries in the digital 
space.

Today, Facebook has become such an integral 
part of everyday life in Vietnam that it’s almost 
impossible to envision life without it. A rapidly 
growing number of budding Vietnamese 
entrepreneurs use the social network to expand their 
business and high-profile figures and government 
agencies have created official pages on social 
media platforms. Recently, when citizens discovered 
that their National Assembly planned to pass a law 
to create three new Special Economic Zones (SEZ), 
they took to Facebook to express their objection and 
organize a demonstration, referred to as the “99-
Year Protest.” The call for a nationwide protest on 
one Facebook page received more than 
160 000 shares and close to 140 000 reactions 
within a matter of days.
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The government has to 
strike the right balance 
because pressure on social 
networks can backfire

Rob Faris
Research director at the Berkman 
Klein Center for Internet & Society 
at Harvard University.

“    5
Certain vietnamese
words are temporarily 
banned in Vietnam 

biểu tình 
[demonstration] 

phản đối 
[protest]

luật an ninh mạng
[Cyber security law]
 
đặc khu 
[Special Economic Zones] 

CONCLUSION

 Facebook is arguably the single most effective 
tool to disseminate information in Vietnam and to raise 
awareness on a variety of issues. Yet, Facebook has 
already agreed to delete hundreds of accounts that 
the CPV deems harmful to Vietnam, raising questions 
about the company’s complacency in allowing the 
government to censor critics. Political activists in 
Vietnam rely on social media to rally support, making 
freedom of expression critical to the advancement of 
all other human rights in Vietnam. But if even giant 
companies like Facebook, Google, Twitter, Apple and 
Samsung won’t push back hard against the CPV’s 
tightening grip on freedom of expression, who will ?

10
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On April 5, 2018, a court in Hanoi convicted 
and sentenced peaceful activists Nguyen Van 

Dai, Le Thu Ha, Pham Van Troi, Nguyen Trung Ton, 
Nguyen Bac Truyen and Truong Minh Duc to harsh 
prison sentences under Article 79 of Vietnam’s 1999 
Penal Code. Carrying capital punishment as the 
maximum sentence, this article is highly ambiguous 
in its language and formulation; the provision only 
states that “a person conducting activities to form 
or participate in any organization to overthrow the 
people’s government shall be punished.” The law 
therefore lacks a clear, well-defined definition of 
actions that would constitute a person’s criminal 

liability. All six activists have previously been jailed  
and are key members of the Brotherhood for 
Democracy (BFD), a pro-democracy organization 
and online advocacy group founded in 2013 that 
promotes civic engagement and provides education 
about human rights. Their trial proved to be highly 
controversial for its brevity (lasting only one day) and 
for the severity of their sentences. Their combined 
sentences total 66 years of imprisonment and 17 
years of house arrest. Individually, four of the six 
activists received more than decade-long sentences 
in prison. 

6
Six key members of 

the Brotherhood 
for Democracy on  
trial, April 5th 

2018

1.1 The Brotherhood for Democracy
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It should also be noted that Vietnamese 
authorities illegally held Nguyen Van Dai and Le 
Thu Ha in pre-trial detention for over two years. 
Nguyen Van Dai, one of Vietnam’s most prominent 
dissidents as a founding member of the BFD and 
as one of the first Vietnamese lawyers to take up 
political cases, received a record 15-year prison 
sentence–the harshest sentence for political 
dissent in recent years.

LOCAL AND GLOBAL SUPPORT

 Governments, organizations, and 
individuals alike have condemned these harsh 
sentences and tried to call for the immediate 
release of the aforementioned prisoners and for 
Vietnam to respect its international obligations in 
respect to human rights. In the days leading 

up to the trial, hundreds of people from around 
the world showed support for the six activists by 
sharing photos on social media with signs reading 
“Democracy is not a crime” along with the hashtag 
#HAEDC (hội anh em dân chủ, or "Brotherhood 
for Democracy" in Vietnamese). Other supporters 
marched for two kilometers in solidarity with 
the six activists from Thái Hà Church to the 
courthouse in Hanoi. 

There is a concerning trend that the Communist 
government is using the vague language found 
in Article 79 to criminalize peaceful protests and 
suppress political dissent. Even more disturbing, 
the Vietnamese government somehow continues 
to deny the existence of political prisoners in the 
country.

Individuals have the right to 
the fundamental freedoms 
of expression, association, 
and peaceful assembly, 
both online and offline

Heather Nauert
US State Department Spokesperson

“    

Nguyen Van Dai
Occupation: Human Rights Lawyer
Sentence: 15 years in prison and 
5 years probation under house ar-
rest. Due to international pressure, 
he is currently exiled in Germany.

Nguyen Bac Truyen
Occupation: Lawyer
Sentence: 11 years in prison 
and 3 years probation

Nguyen Trung Ton
Occupation: Lutheran Pastor
Sentence: 12 years in prison and 3 
years probation

Truong Minh Duc
Occupation: Protestant Pastor
Sentence: 12 and 3 years 
probation

Pham Van Troi 
Occupation: Engineer
Sentence: 7 years in prison and 1 
year probation

Le Thu Ha
Occupation: Legal Assistant
Sentence: 9 years in prison 
and 2 years probation

12
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Once a foreign concept, labour rights were only recently introduced to the Vietnamese political 
system in 1989 with the fall of the Soviet Bloc.  Since Vietnam remains a one-party state, 

there are several challenges to integrating principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) into the national legislative framework. This is evidenced by the states’ rejection of the right 
to freedom of association (FoA) as it contradicts the government’s communist ideology.  As a result, 
labour rights are severely limited, creating numerous conflicts between workers in their desire to 
obtain proper representation, the state in its efforts to retain power, and multinational corporations 
(MNC) in their pursuit of profit.  

2LABOUR DISPUTES

7
Burning vehicles 
in front of police 
station after 
clashes over the 
government proposal 
on Special Economic 
Zones (SEZ)
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They glorify "togetherness" 
when it is theirs, and call it 
conspiracy when it is that 
of others

John F. Kennedy
Former President of the United 
States

“    

APPROACHING LABOUR RIGHTS

 To facilitate mutually beneficial 
relationships with their trading partners and 
MNCs, the CPV has drafted their labour laws in 
a manner that is biased towards businesses and 
compromises workers interests. For instance, the 
law prohibits strikes by workers under the umbrella 
term of “essential services”, which is anything the 
government considers essential to the national 
economy, defense, public health, and public order of 
the country.  

This law allows the CPV to unilaterally suspend 
worker protests and demand that they return to 
work,  which presents a stable and controlled 
political environment to industry investors. It has 
been shown that agreements formed between the 
CPV and international bodies, such as the ASEAN 
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
(AICHR)  and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR), do not in fact protect 
workers’ rights. 

For instance, there is often a delay in the 
implementation of such agreements or the CPV 
is disinterested in preventing harm to workers. In 
fact, the institutions that receive complaints from 
workers are the very institutions against which 
the people are protesting. This signals that labour 
rights in Vietnam have proven ineffective in enabling 
positive change. 

Workers in Vietnam’s textile, clothing and footwear 
(TCF) manufacturing industries are made to work 
exorbitant hours to meet unrealistic quotas, all while 
receiving insufficient wages.   Although the CPV 
is taking measures to improve working conditions 
by introducing amendments to their labour code 
to increase the annual maximum of paid overtime 
hours from 200 to 400 hours,  the government is 
nevertheless directly contributing to the exploitation 
of Vietnam’s workforce. This undervalues and 
characterizes workers as a source of inexpensive 
and low-skilled labour.  

14
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The CPV’s approach to workers rights focuses on 
stimulating economic growth in the country, as 
Vietnam’s low labour costs and openness to trade 
incentivizes further foreign direct investment (FDI) 
into the country.  

According to Vietnam’s General Statistics Office, 
the country has seen an increase in the influx of FDI 
that now accounts for 71.5% of the country’s total 
exports in 2016 compared to 47% in 2000.  

This economic growth nevertheless comes at the 
expense of workers in Vietnam. As shown in Figure 
2, among the eight members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Vietnam ranks 
the second worst in terms of monthly minimum 
wages paid to their workers compared to those in 
other southeast Asian countries.

Minimum Wage in USD/Month 2018

ASEAN Revised Minimum Wage for 2018
Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Article 91
Vietnamese

Labour Code 2012

The lowest payment for an employee 
who performs the simplest work 

in normal working conditions must 
ensure the minimum living needs of 

the employee and his/her family.

Fig.2
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CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

 As the CPV has shown, maintaining a 
positive perception is a vital component to the 
longevity of any government. Similarly to the manner 
in which businesses have voluntarily created and 
committed to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
programs as a means of increasing their legitimacy 
and positive reputation,  the CPV replicates 
this method of positive branding through their 
participation in international treaties.  For example, 
the Fair Labour Association (FLA) one of the largest 
CSR programs in the apparel sector, was created to 
audit and inspect the working conditions of foreign 
owned enterprises.  Although CSR programs are 
effective in detecting labour standards violations 
such as wage or health & safety issues, they do not 
address violations to FoA rights in the workplace. 

Comparing violation audits from two different 
institutional mechanisms (see Figure 3), the FLA and 
their third party complaint system (to which worker 
representatives and their allies present complaints)  
reveal a lingering bias in which business interests 
are given more emphasis than worker rights. In 
that, FoA violations are often minimized when 
examined through standard FLA auditing practices, 
as opposed to third party complaints where FoA 
rights are being violated at over six times the rates 
of FLA statistics. This is likely because MNCs desire 
stability and control over their business operations 
and believe that recognizing FoA violations would 
be a detriment to this objective. In other words, they 
overlook restrictive union laws that exist in Vietnam.

Code Awareness

Forced & Child Labour

Harassement and DIscrimination

Health & Safety

Wages, Benefits, Hours

Freedom of Association

FLA Audits Third Party Audits Violation Detections
2002–2010

Fig.3
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BRINGING ABOUT CHANGE

 Vietnamese workers understand that 
the state does not offer them any protection or 
legitimate representation in terms of employment 
rights. This is because union formation in Vietnam 
is strictly monitored and heavily controlled, as 
all unions in Vietnam need to be approved by 
and registered with the Vietnamese General 
Confederation of Labour (VGCL)—the state’s union 
organization. Consequently, workers’ unions in 
Vietnam are directly affiliated with the national 
interests of the Communist regime.  

This grants the state access to information 
regarding potential strikes and demonstrations 
initiated by workers, thereby affording them time to 
plan contingencies that minimize losses in terms 
of productivity. Therefore, to draw attention to 
their issues, workers avoid going through state-
sanctioned procedures, and instead engage in 
spontaneous walk-out strikes that shut down all 
manufacturing operations. 

Consequently, immense pressure is placed on the 
CPV from foreign investors to resolve disputes in a 
timely manner and to maintain production rates. As 
evidence, in March 2006 during labour negotiations 
to resolve a strikes on several factory sites of 
ABC Footwear Industries (a Taiwanese footwear 
company), one of the corporate management 
representative stated,

 

This method of protest serves to introduce meager 
improvements to working conditions,  such as 
obtaining already guaranteed minimum wage 
increases or responding to obvious workplace 
safety and health violations. By using ambiguous 
language in the 2013 Constitution – namely Article 
15.4 which states that “human rights and citizens’ 
rights must not be misused to infringe national 
interests, the legal rights of others and legitimate 
interests”– the CPV continues to limit worker rights 
with impunity.  

No leasing land to China 
even for anytime

Slogan seen on a 
protest sign against 

SEZ draft law.
Demonstration against the Special

 Economic Zones in Hanoi, Vietnam 
June 10, 2018.

“   
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8
Ando International 
Garment Factory in 

Ho Chi Minh City
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2.1 99-year Lease Protest

Initially proposed during the 14th National 
Assembly’s fourth session on Vietnam’s socio-

economic development,  the now infamous draft 
law on Special Administrative-Economic Zones has 
ignited Vietnamese citizens to protest against the 
perceived surrender of Vietnamese land to foreign, 
and specifically Chinese, investors.  There already 
exists conflict between the Chinese and Vietnamese 
people regarding fishing rights in the South China 
Sea. China has made expansive efforts through 
island building and navy patrols in order to claim 
exclusive rights to a $5 trillion-dollar trade route.  
Vietnamese citizens therefore are constantly wary 
of Chinese encroachment into their territory. More 
specifically, two key provisions in the draft law are 

seen to directly threaten Vietnamese sovereignty 
itself. The creation of three new Special Economic 
Zones (SEZ) in Van Don, Phu Quoc, and Bac Van 
Phong is interpreted by the Vietnamese public as 
the ceding and exploitation of their lands to foreign 
businesses.  In addition, the proposed extension 
of Vietnamese land leases from 70 to 99 years 
further raises the Vietnamese public’s concern that 
their culture and identity is being auctioned off to 
the highest bidder.  Moreover, given that the CPV’s 
policies omit the right to FoA and the government’s 
repeated attempts to suppress public protest, this 
law has only further outraged the people of Vietnam. 
The CPV’s apparent indifference to the matter 
has resulted in the mobilization of thousands of 
Vietnamese protesters to oppose the proposed law, 
which has led to its postponement and is to be re-
examined in October 2018.  

9 Burned buses in Binh Thuan 
province following clashes over 
a government proposal on special 
economic zones. June 12, 2018.
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CONCLUSION

 While the CPV claims to uphold fundamental 
labour rights by participating in international forums 
and agreements, the way in which they implement 
their laws points to the contrary. Workers in Vietnam 
have demonstrated an unyielding tenacity in their 

fight to preserve their country and their rights in spite 
of the CPV’s consistent repression of their rights 
and the willful blindness of MNCs in recognizing the 
fundamental right of Freedom of Association.    

Hoang Duc Binh
Hoang Duc Binh is the Vice President of Viet Labour Movement  and used his position to form a union for fisher-
men who lost their livelihood following the 2016 Formosa incident. The union, called "Union for Fishermen in the 
Central Region," aims to establish his organization in a strategically advantageous area that would gather forces 
and encourage participation among Catholics and fishermen from the Central region. The union would then 
organize protests to disrupt security and order.  Mr. Hoang was illegally detained and arrested on May 15, 2017, 
by Nghe An provincial police and subsequently charged in January 2018, under Article 331 of the new 2015 
Penal Code  for “abusing democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the State,” and under Article 330 
for “resisting persons in the performance of their official duties.”

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Truong Minh Duc 
Truong Minh Duc was first arrested in May 2007 and was tried and convicted in 2008 under Article 258 of the 
1999 Vietnamese Penal Code for “abusing democratic freedoms" and served five years in prison before being 
released on May 5, 2012.  His second arrest occurred at his home on July 30, 2017. Thought to be the result 
of his connection to the Brotherhood for Democracy, his arrest coincided with other prominent members of 
the group, including Pastor Nguyen Trung Ton, Pham Van Troi, and Nguyen Bac Truyen. Duc was charged 
under Article 79 of the 1999 Criminal Code and tried on April 5, 2018, where he, alongside his affiliates, were 
sentenced.

Penal Code [1999]: Article 79 Date of Conviction: April 2018 Sentence: 12 years Curent Status: Prison

Penal Code [2015]: Article 301-330 Date of Conviction: February 2018 Sentence: 14 years Curent Status: Prison
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Vietnam’s ethnic and religious minorities continue to face discrimination, unequal access to 
economic and educational opportunities, and restrictions to their human rights. Although 

Vietnam recognizes freedom of religion in its constitution, the government’s national security 
interests directly compete with individual freedoms like religious belief. Given that religious freedom 
is granted and regulated by the state, it is not an inalienable human right in Vietnam. Vietnam is 
still far from meeting international human rights standards – such as Article 18 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which it has officially agreed. One of the fundamental 
problems in Vietnam is that the government limits self-expression and the right to practice religion. 

3Religious Oppression

10
Hmong 

Christians 
of Vietnam’s 

Northwest 
Highlands
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LAW ON BELIEF AND RELIGION

 Religious diversity has existed for 
thousands of years in Vietnam. Today, of the 90-95 
million people living in Vietnam, there are Buddhists, 
Roman Catholics, Evangelicals, Cao Dais, Hoa 
Haos, Muslims, and Protestants. There are also 
local religions like Montagnard Christianity of the 
indigenous people in the Central Highlands.  Indeed, 
in a country where 95% of the population professes 
religious or spiritual beliefs,  any government 
change to religious rights can have serious societal 
implications.

Despite recognizing freedom of religion in its 
constitution, Vietnam’s 2018 Law on Belief and 
Religion still allows for significant government 
control over religious practices based on the right 
to grant, define, and limit religious freedom.  In an 
open letter to the President of the Vietnam National 
Assembly, human rights groups like the International 
Federation for Human Rights and the Vietnamese 
Committee on Human Rights criticized the law 
for continuing to place restrictions on the right to 
religious freedom, like the onerous registration 
process and excessive state interference in religious 
organizations’ internal affairs. Under this law, non-
registered religious organizations have no legal 
safeguards. To qualify as a "believer," an individual 
must be recognized by an official religious group.  
For a group to earn that status, they must pass a 
strict multi-stage registration process and meet 
requirements set by the CPV.  

On March 1 2018, 24 Hmong Christians of 
Vietnam’s northwest highlands were attacked by 
a mob led by a village chief in a violent attempt 
to make them renounce their faith. 

VCHR
Vietnam Committee 
on Human Rights

“    

OPEN LETTER

This letter asks that the Vietnamese government prohibits 
officials from arbitrarily interfering with matters involving religious 
organizations. 

1. The definition of a religion should be made consistent with 
Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). 

2. Registration with the government should not be made a pre-
requisite for the exercise of freedom of religion or belief. 

3. The law must not allow officials to arbitrarily interfere in the 
internal affairs of religious organizations. 

4. Ambiguous and potentially discriminatory language should 
be removed

5. Provisions should be made to establish legal channels and 
mechanisms for people to file complaints, and have those 
complaints independently investigated and acted on, in 
cases of alleged violations of the right to freedom of religion 
or belief.  
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Religious minority groups have had it the worst – 
unrecognized branches of the Cao Dai church, Hoa 
Hao Buddhist church, independent Protestant and 
Catholic house churches, Khmer Krom Buddhist 
temples, and the Unified Buddhist Church of 
Vietnam have been constantly surveilled and 
intimidated, arbitrarily arrested, mistreated by 
security forces, and forced into publicly denouncing 
their faith.  In April 2017, the People’s Court of Gia 
Lai province sentenced at least five Montagnards 
to 8 to 10 years in prison for the so-called crime 
of participating in independent religious groups 
not approved by the government. Later in June, An 
Giang province authorities set up a barrier to block 
people from Quang Minh Pagoda celebrations on 
the founding day of Hoa Hao Buddhism.

In practice, due to restriction of expression, limited 
access to public platforms, fear of repercussion, and 
lack of trust of the authority, many events and unjust 
human rights violations go uncovered by the media 

and unnoticed by the public and the international 
human rights community. Sub-dignitary Hua Phi, 
the leader of the Representative Committee of the 
Popular Bloc of the Caodai Taynin Holy See, has 
faced constant monitoring and limits on his religious 
freedom advocacy.  

It was revealed that Hua Phi was yet again beaten, 
isolated, and had his properties damaged on 
June 25, 2018. This time, ten unnamed people, 
possibly associated with the police of Duc Trong 
district, entered his home, covered his head, beat 
him unconscious and cut his beard. The United 
Caodaist of Tayninh Holy See Overseas group 
considered this attack an attempt to kill, as an effort 
to prevent a meeting with the Australian Embassy 
and the Dignitaries of Interfaith Council of Vietnam 
to discuss human rights and religious freedom in 
Vietnam.

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change 

his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community 
with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or 

belief in teaching, practice, worship, and observance

 Article 18 UDHR 
Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights

“    
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 Amnesty International describes the capital city of Hanoi as one of South East Asia’s most prolific jailers of peaceful activists. According to 

information released in 2017 by the Pew Research Center, Vietnam ranks "very high" in levels of government restriction on religion around the world. The 

research analyzed 198 countries using reports from various UN and European bodies, NGOs, and U.S. agencies. It investigated restrictions coming from both 

the government (like laws and policies) and society (like acts of religious hostility) by private individuals and organizations.

Very High

High

Moderate

Low

No Data

Government Restriction on Religion Around the World
Level of government restriction on religion in each country as of December 2015

Fig.4

Vietnam
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 There is no freedom when the government 
picks and chooses the religious organizations 
to which it grants legitimacy. Furthermore, 
individual rights in Vietnam are not consistent with 
international human rights standards. Countries 

with strong freedom of belief give citizens the ability 
to form civil rights groups and act for change or 
socioeconomic development and stability and, in 
turn, reflect freedom and openness.

Thich Quang Do
Thich Quang Do has been an advocate for religious freedom, democracy, and human rights his entire life.  As a 
result, he has been repeatedly targeted, harassed, and detained. In 2001, he gained support from 300 000 Viet-
namese poeple of different religious background for his plan called “Appeal for Democracy in Vietnam,” where 
he was then put under administrative detention without trial. Despite his old age (90 years old), Vietnamese 
authorities still surveil his monastery, enforce his confinement, and deny him access to medical care. 

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Nguyen Cong Chinh
Falsely charged with “undermining national solidarity,” Pastor Nguyen Conh Chinh was verbally and physically 
abused and endured a month-long sentence in solitary confinement during his six years in prison.  In March 
of 2016, his wife Tran Thi Hong was beaten in the head, knee, leg, hand, and foot by authorities to prevent her 
from meeting with U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom David Saperstein. Days after 
the meeting, she was abused for four hours by female officers for refusing to sign a document stating that her 
meeting was illegal. Human rights organizations like Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch have 
condemned Vietnam for Pastor Nguyen's unfair sentencing and advocated for his release. The United States 
Commission on International Religious Freedom also lists him as one of 11 highest prioritized prisoners of 
conscience.  He was exiled to America as a condition of his release.

Penal Code [1999]: Article 87 Date of Conviction: March 2002 Sentence: 11 years Curent Status: Released

Penal Code: n/a Date of Conviction: n/a Sentence: n/a Curent Status: House Arrest

CONCLUSION
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In recent decades, Vietnam has made significant improvements in establishing a legal framework 
for gender equality. This has been demonstrated through the ratification of the UN Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1982, the establishment of 
the 2006 Law on Gender Equality of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam (Article 22) and the 2007 Law 
on Domestic Violence Prevention and Control.  

While legislation exists to protect women’s rights, women in Vietnam continue to face barriers in 
their daily lives. Violence and discrimination against women make it increasingly difficult for them 
to access public services, economic opportunities, or be granted the right to land and political 
participation. These human rights abuses are largely a result of the government’s failure to effectively 
implement the necessary policies.

4Women's Rights

11
Vietnamese 
women on the 
streets of 
Saigon during 
the Vietnam 
War,April 1968 
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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

 Even though Vietnam has been recognized 
for the high representation of women MPs in its 
legislative body of the National Assembly, there 
remains limited representation of women in politics. 
Gender inequality and sexist cultural attitudes 
continue to seriously disenfranchise and discourage 
women from engaging in politics. Furthermore, the 
only representative governmental body for women in 
Vietnam is the Women’s Union, whose purpose is to 
implement Communist Party policies.  It is difficult 
to challenge the one-state party on violations 
against women’s rights when the Women’s Union 
prioritizes the state’s interests above the well-being 
of Vietnamese women.

CRIMINALIZATION OF WOMEN

 So long as the state of Vietnam governs 
by the rule by law, where the legal system is often 
manipulated by the government to serve their own 
interests, human rights cannot be fully guaranteed. 
Furthermore, progress is often hindered by the 
undemocratic laws of Article 79 and Article 88 of 
the 1999 Penal Code, which prohibit any activities 
or propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam.  This makes it incredibly difficult for women 
to challenge the government on issues related to 
gender inequality out of the fear of persecution.

Women activists who have peacefully advocated 
for protection of their human rights have often 
been subjected to harassment, intimidation, police 
violence, arbitrary arrests, and ill-treatment in 
detention.  Phạm Đoan Trang was one woman 
online journalist and blogger who was targeted with 
threats and was harassed to deter her from meeting 
a delegation from the European Parliament visiting 
Vietnam to evaluate ongoing human rights violations 
committed by CPV.  

Limitations to legal protections for Vietnamese 
women also exist as a result of the government’s 
refusal to “accept the complaint procedure under 
the Convention [on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination against Women.”  While the 

Vietnamese girls 
during the Vietnam War 
in September 196712
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Convention has created an international standard 
for human rights, Vietnamese women have no direct 
access to the available legal tools to receive justice 
or create meaningful change through political 
means. 

CULTURAL BARRIERS

 Women make up 50.52% of the population 
in Vietnam, but are still underrepresented or 
misrepresented in the media.  The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) had conducted a study 
on the representation of gender in primary school 
textbooks and found that stereotypical gender roles 
were still heavily enforced within the education 
system. While men are often portrayed as leaders, 
doctors, and scientists, women are frequently 
depicted as housewives, seamstresses, or farmers. , 
While the state can enact policies to 

establish gender equality, it is evident that there 
is often a delay in culture and society to adapt to 
change. As media and education are powerful tools 
of cultural transmission and socialization, they are 
foundational in creating long-term developments 
to gender equality by shaping cultural ideals, 
norms, and traditions about gender. However, the 
undemocratic political environment of Vietnam 
restricts the media and the educational system to 
the control of the CPV.  As Vietnam has committed 
itself to establishing gender equality, it is necessary 
for the government to create an open environment 
for media use and to transform the educational 
system in order to eliminate discrimination and 
equally represent women and men in society.

Vietnamese women 
protesting to condemn 
the authorities'human 
rights violations

13 & 14

13 & 14
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RURAL WOMEN

 Ethnic minority women in Vietnam face 
additional economic, political, and social barriers 
due to the lack of available resources in rural areas.  
Around 20% of ethnic women have never attended 
school, and only 22% of ethnic Hmong women are 
literate, compared to the 92% for Kinh Vietnamese 
women.  Without equal access to education, ethnic 
minority women have fewer opportunities for 
employment to escape poverty. 

In addition, land rights remain a major concern 
for rural women. As many of them rely on 
agriculture for income, they are especially at risk 

of displacement and poverty when farmland is  
confiscated by the Vietnamese government for 
development projects. In reaction to the grave 
human rights abuses, the protest movement of 
“Victims of Injustice” (Dan Oan) has challenged 
the state and demanded compensation for their 
grievances.  Ho Thi Bich Khuong is a prominent land 
rights activist involved with the Dan Oan movement. 
However, like many human rights defenders, she 
has been arrested and detained for her activism.  
The government must enact better programs and 
policies to eliminate disparities between ethnic 
groups and to better integrate ethnic and rural 
communities into Vietnamese society.

Nkauj nyob ces sov zos,
Nkauj ua nyab ces tsov los.

 Hmong Proverb
When there are a lot of young unmarried girls, 

the village is safe (warm);
When the girls are all married and gone, 

the tiger comes.

“    
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Vietnam’s 2014 Law on Marriage and Family 
defines the legal age of marriage to be 20 

for men and 18 for women.  Their 2016 Child Law 
also prohibits the act and any activities related to 
organizing and supporting child marriage. Despite 
having laws prohibiting child marriage, 11% of 
women were reported as married before the legal 
age in 2017. 

Over the years, China’s one-child policy and strong 
preference for bearing sons has caused a severe 
gender imbalance, leaving millions of Chinese men 
in search of a wife and creating a market for these 
young Vietnamese brides., The average cost 

for a Vietnamese child bride is $5000 CAD;  due 
to limited education, this financial compensation 
especially tempts families in poor, rural ethnic 
minority communities.  For example, prevalence 
rates for child marriage were reported in 2015 to 
be as high as 50–70% for the H’mong and Ơ Đu 
peoples., 

Classmates, friends, trusted adults, and family seem 
to be unlikely perpetrators, but they are targeted as 
enablers to bring girls across the border.  Though 
highly controlled, social media (mainly Facebook) is 
a common manipulation tactic used to court victims 
and gain their trust. 

4.1 Trafficking and 

 Child Marriage

Ha Nhi girls — an 
ethnic minority 
group in Vietnam
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CONSEQUENCES

 The traumatic experience of child trafficking 
can cause, but is not limited to, household poverty, 
lack of access to education, and child neglect.  
Child marriage can also pose a threat to the health 
and safety of young girls, as well as limit future 
opportunities for a better life.  Exploitation and 
abuse through prostitution, restricted freedom, 
manual labour, physical violence and sexual assault 
by husbands, traffickers, employers, and even in-
laws are not uncommon.  

16
Dinh,15, a victim of 
child trafficking 
after having been 
kidnapped and sold as 
a bride in China
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MOVING FOWARD

 Vietnam’s goal to end child marriage 
by 2025 is two-fold: in 2015, Vietnam’s Prime 
Minster, Nguyễn Tấn Dũng, approved the National 
Programme to end child marriage by 2025 
by lowering it at an annual rate of 2-3%;  and 
Vietnam has committed to the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal to eliminate child marriage by 
2030 in efforts to achieve gender equality and 
empower women and girls.  Despite these efforts, 
the situation has worsened over the past decade.  

For lasting change, the government must impose 
a strong ban on this practice. The CPV must raise 
awareness of and educate on child marriage  to 
eliminate discriminatory biases, to support those

who have already fallen victim and to hold 
accountable those responsible.  Vietnam is 
collaborating on initiatives such as ASEAN Action 
Plans on the Elimination of Violence against Women 
and Elimination of Violence against Children, 
the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development, the 
Beijing Platform for Action, Plan International and 
the United Nations to protect their girls.  

The UN recommends three goals to support the 
end of child marriage in Vietnam: understand the 
drivers, formulate a multi-sectoral holistic response, 
and connect child marriage with other issues at the 
national level.  

The laws against trafficking 
get stronger, the traffickers 
get smarter and more 
sophisticated.

Nguyễn Tuờng Long
Head of Lao Cai’s 
provincial Department 
of Social Evils Prevention

“    

Percentage of Vietnamese Girls Married Before Age 18
Based on Level of Wealth and Education in 2014

Fig.5

Education Level

Wealth Index
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CONCLUSION

Vietnam’s traditions continue to be rooted in 
Confucian ideals from China’s colonization. 
Patriarchal attitudes, tradition, and deep-rooted 
gender stereotypes continue to contribute to 
inequality for girls and women. It must be 

recognized that women are people, and violations 
against women’s rights are equally violations against 
human rights.  

Phạm Đoan Trang
Phạm Đoan Trang faces constant threat of arrest and formal persecution from the CPV. Phạm received the 
Homo Homini Award from People in Need in 2018 for her tenacity in provoking positive change in Vietnam. She 
is an experienced writer: she is the cofounder of the blog Luật Khoa Tạp Chí (Journal of Law) and has published 
several books, her most recent being Chính Trị Bình Dân (Politics for the Masses).  She has been under close 
surveillance of the CPV.  In 2015, she suffered lasting injuries for participating in a peaceful environmental 
protest,  and was kidnapped in 2016 to prevent her from meeting former President Barack Obama. She has 
been arbitrarily detained, kidnapped, and interrogated several times over her new book. In arresting Phạm, 
Vietnam's authorities violate Article 157 and Article 377 of the 2015 Penal Code.  However, the CPV turns a blind 
eye to officers and instead threatens to persecute the ones exercising their rights.

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Trần Thị Nga 
Trần Thị Nga is a blogger, a human rights defender,  and a mother of four. Online, she goes by “Thuy Nga” to 
post videos and articles highlighting the corruption of the government and the ongoing human rights injustices 
in Vietnam. She advocates for labour rights, inspired by her own experiences as a migrant labourer in Taiwan,  
where she learned about labour laws and rights from a Vietnamese Priest. She is a member of Vietnamese 
Women For Human Rights (a group that reaches overseas) and Bầu Bí Tương Thân (a domestic organization 
that supports prisoners of conscience and their families). She is targeted by the CPV and suffered harassment, 
interrogation, and physical assault for her activist work, sustaining lasting physical injuries. Thuy Nga is 
currently being held in a remote prison in Gia Lai, over 1000km from her home in Hà Nam. 

Penal Code [1999]: Article 88 Date of Conviction: July 2017 Sentence: 9 years Curent Status: Prison

Penal Code: n/a Date of Conviction: n/a Sentence: n/a Curent Status: In Hiding
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This report aimed to provide a general summary on the deteriorating human rights situation in Vietnam. 
It focused on prominent and ongoing cases of human rights violations, including those concerning 

internet restrictions, labour disputes, Vietnam’s 99-year lease proposing new special economic zones, reli-
gious oppression, as well as women’s rights.

The people of Vietnam have already taken a stand against the restrictive and unfair policies of the CPV—
they protest on the streets, as we continue to see their efforts in stopping the 99-year lease; they protest on-
line, sharing unfiltered information using blogs and videos; and they also protest spiritually, boldly practicing 
their own religion despite being prohibited by Vietnamese law. The people of Vietnam are already working to 
better their country, but it is the responsibility of us all to ensure that fundamental human rights are ob-
served to internationally recognized standards. 

In addition to outlining aspects of Vietnam’s humanitarian crisis, this report promotes advocacy and action 
by all: parliamentarians, NGOs, citizens of allied countries—all of us. Small steps towards democracy and 
freedom can lead to tangible, positive change. Let us focus and combine our efforts in working toward a 
free and democratic Vietnam.  

CONCLUSION. //
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;
Vietnam has made alarming strides in censoring the expression of

 fundamental human rights, severely punishing those who dare 

challenge the government’s authority. 

Despite threats and risks to their safety, courageous Vietnamese 

citizens have chosen to protest and spread awareness on the human

 rights violations the CPV has committed. Many of these individuals are 

currently being unjustly imprisoned. However,their names and faces 

remain, and their message speaks loud and clear. 

These are the names and faces of some prisoners of conscience that the 

Communist Party of Vietnam silenced behind prison bars.

***Since the publication of this report in Spring 2018, some may have 

been released, put under house arrest, or gone into hiding.
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Our team, from the research to the writing to the 
graphics, is made up of six interns—all Canadian 
youth of Vietnamese heritage. Some of us grew up 
surrounded by rich Vietnamese-Canadian culture, 
while some of us are just beginning to explore our 
identities.

We started this project by reading and learning as 
much about Vietnamese history as we could—the 
politics of the Vietnam War, the migration that 
followed, and the journey that led our families to 
Canada. Then we turned our focus to current events. 
We wanted to know “What’s happening in Vietnam 
now?” 

We hope that by reading this, you will have a 
better understanding of the situation in Vietnam, 
especially with issues pertaining to human rights. We 
encourage young people to explore stories of their 
origins, celebrate diversity wherever they are, and 
care about human rights around the world. 

9 July 2018
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Article 79
Carrying out activities aimed at overthrowing 

the people's administration 
Those who carry out activities, establish or 

join organizations with intent to overthrow the 
people's administration shall be subject to the 
following penalties: 
1. Organizers, instigators and active 

participants or those who cause serious 
consequences shall be sentenced to between 
twelve and twenty years of imprisonment, life 
imprisonment or capital punishment; 
2. Other accomplices shall be subject 

to between five and fifteen years of 
imprisonment.

Article 87
Undermining the unity policy 
1. Those who commits one of the following 

acts with a view to opposing the people's 
administration shall be sentenced 

to between five and fifteen years of 
imprisonment: 
a) Sowing division among people of different 

strata, between people and the armed forces 
or the people's administration or social 
organizations; 
b) Sowing hatred, ethnic bias and/or division, 

infringing upon the rights to equality among the 
community of Vietnamese nationalities; 
c) Sowing division between religious 

people and nonreligious people, division 
between religious believers and the people's 
administration or social organizations; 
d) Undermining the implementation of policies 

for international solidarity. 
2. In case of committing less serious crimes, 

the offenders shall be sentenced to between 
two and seven years of imprisonment.

Article 88
Conducting propaganda against the Socialist 

Republic of Vietnam 
1. Those who commit one of the following 

acts against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
shall be sentenced to between three and twelve 
years of imprisonment: 
a) Propagating against, distorting and/or 

defaming the people's administration; 
b) Propagating psychological warfare and 

spreading fabricated news in order to foment 
confusion among people; 
 c) Making, storing and/or circulating 

documents and/or cultural products with 
contents against the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam. 
2. In the case of committing less serious 

crimes, the offenders shall be sentenced 
to between ten and twenty years of 
imprisonment.

Article 258
Abusing democratic freedoms to infringe 

upon the interests of the State, the legitimate 
rights and interests of organizations and/or 
citizens 
1. Those who abuse the rights to freedom of 

speech, freedom of press, freedom of belief, 
religion, assembly, association and other 
democratic freedoms to infringe upon the 
interests of the State, the legitimate rights and 
interests of organizations and/or citizens, shall 
be subject to warning, non-custodial reform for 
up to three years or a prison term of between 
six months and three years. 
2. Committing the offense in serious 

circumstances, the offenders shall be 
sentenced to between two and seven years of 
imprisonment

PENAL

C O
D E

This Code was passed by the National Assembly 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, X the 
Legislature, at its 6th session on December 
21, 1999. 

December 21, 1999
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Article 157
 Clause 1. Illegal arrest, detention, or 

imprisonment of a person 
1. Any person arrests, detains, or imprisons 

another person against the law, except for 
the cases specified in Article 377 hereof, 
shall face a penalty of up to 03 years' 
community sentence or  06 - 36  months' 
imprisonment. 

Article 330 
Resisting a law enforcement officer in 

performance of his/her official duties  
1. Any person who uses violence or threat 

of violence or other methods to obstruct a 
law enforcement officer from performing 
his/her official duties or forces a law 
enforcement officer to act against the 
law shall face a penalty of up to 03 years' 
community sentence or 06 - 36 months' 
imprisonment:

2. This offence committed in any of the 
following cases shall carry a penalty of 02 - 
07 years' imprisonment: 
a) The offence is committed by an 

organized group; 
b) The offence has been committed more 

than once; 
c) The offender persuades or incites 

another person to commit the offence; 
d) The offence results in property damage 

of ≥ VND 50,000,000; 
dd) Dangerous recidivism.

Article 331
 Abusing democratic freedoms to infringe 

upon the interests of the State, lawful 
rights and interests of organizations and/or 
citizens 
1. Any person who abuses the freedom of 

speech, freedom of the press, freedom of 
religion, freedom of association, and other 
democratic freedoms to infringe upon the 
interests of the State, lawful rights and 
interests of organizations and/or citiz shall 
receive a warning or face a penalty of up to 
03 years' community sentence or 06 - 36 
months' imprisonment. 
2. If the offence has a negative impact on 

social security, order, or safety, the offender 
shall face a penalty of 02 - 07 years' 
imprisonment.

Article 377,
Clause 1. Abuse of position or power 

to hold a person in detention or custody 
against the law 
1. Any person who abuses his/her position 

or power to commit any of the following 
acts shall face a penalty of 06 - 36 months' 
imprisonment: 
a) Failure to issue a decision to release a 

person who is released as prescribed by law; 
b) Issuing a decision to arrest or hold a 

person in detention or custody without any 
basis as prescribed by law; 
c) Failure to implement the decision 

to release a person who is released as 
prescribed by law;
d) Arresting, holding a person in detention 

or custody without an order or decision 
as prescribed by law or under an order or 
decision which has not taken effect; 
dd) Failure to issue an order or decision to 

extend the period of detention or custody;  
changing, cancelling the temporary 
detention method at the end of the 
temporary detention period causing the 
detainees to be held in detention behind 
schedule. 

PENAL

C O
D E

Article 426. Effect
This Code comes into force from July 01, 2016. 
This Code was passed by the 13th National 
Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, at 
its 6th session on November 27,2015. 

November 27, 2015
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Working in Parliament allowed me to forget all my ordinary troubles and work towards something greater than myself. I 
sincerely believe I’ve grown from this experience, even if just a little, and I’m thankful to all those with whom I shared this 
brief, yet memorable chapter of my life.

Writing this report challenged me to look at political and social issues in Vietnam carefully from many different perspectives. 
I had to be pragmatic yet empathetic -- to relate to these world problems logically and with sensitivity. There is a lot of work 
that we can do here in Parliament to create change and a lot of resources to help us achieve that.

Over the course of the internship, I was able to spend many hours exploring the halls of Parliament – learning about how our 
legislative and executive branches function. It was truly a wonderful and eye-opening experience, and working on the human 
rights report in order to raise awareness of the situation in Vietnam was incredibly rewarding. I am very grateful for this 
positive experience, and appreciate the confidence the Senator showed in me by giving me this opportunity. His advice and 
experience have been tremendously helpful throughout these past months.

My power to initiate change may be feeble, but it does not lack conviction as the act itself of living implies a constant will to 
flourish. It compels us to fight for our beliefs, which foster the beauty and ugliness of this world.

Compassion can change the world. Though sometimes difficult to find, there is good in us all.

Type a message...

Although I was born and raised in Canada, the wounds of the Vietnam War were still fresh throughout my childhood. They 
were embodied through every sacrifice that my mother had made as she built a new life in Canada. I am extremely grateful 
to work at Parliament and fulfill the bright future that she had envisioned for my family. It has been an incredibly meaningful 
experience and this project has allowed me to develop an even greater understanding of Vietnam's history and my heritage. 
Vietnam will always hold a special place in my heart and I hope to continue cultivating a more beautiful future for my 
mother's home country.
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